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America faces a crisis...
Millions of citizens

are unemployed...
Millions are

denied freedom...

The twin evils of discrimination and cconomic
deprivation plagae the nation. They rob all peo-
ple. Negro and white, of dignity, solfrespest and
[reedlom, They lmpose a specinl burden upon the
['l'f:p::n whe is dendeid the rJFI:: 1o vale, rolused
acress io pullic accommodations, foreed 1o accepi
inferior education and relegated Lo sub-standard
gheito housing.

Chige hundred years after the Emaneipation
Peselamation, the Americsn Negro 0l bears the
brunt of economic exploitation, the indignity of

sevomil-class citizenship, and igpnominy of slave

Wages,

The rate of Negro unemployment s almost
three times higher thon thoy of white workers,
breeling misery, frostration and dogradation in
every cominunily — MNorth and Sesth,

Diserimination in education and in approntice-
ehip training renders Negroes, Pacrio Ricans and
other minaritie: Ju-l||]hu in e meclnnized, ins
dustrial soviety, Shunted to relicl, 1o charity, or 1o
living by their wits, the folles aro driven o
despair, to crime, 10 hatred and o viclenee.

Yat, despite this crisis . . .

Southern Demoerats and eeastionary Republi-
caits in Congress are #till working to defeat any
eflective civil rights legislation. They fight against
the rights of all workers and minority groups,
They are the sworn cnemies of frecdom and jus-
tice. They proclabm states rights i onder 10
destroy human rights.

The Southern Democrats canse 1o power by dis-
enlranchising the Negro people, They know that
s rﬂlll: @i black wisikoms aro 1-1|-'Ir[-:'uq Elp]:lilnd..
dr.||rm:d anil |.|.r||||r.r||a.i|| the liﬁhl of white work-
ors Tor decent wages and working conditions will
fail. They Enow that scani-slavery for one means
semisalavery fur all,

Wi apeese these [orees. We n]'ipn:hf for unity 1o
destroy this century-long hoax,

WE CALL UPOM ALL AMERICAMS,
REGARDLESS OF RACE OR CREED,
TO JOIN
THE MARCH OM WASHINGTOM

for freedom

¥ To demond thot Congress poss o civil dghis bill
that will restore the constitutionol rights now
daniad the Megre peaple.

¥ To ossure neither walering dewn, nor campro-

mise, nor filibuster ogoinst civil rights legisla-
fien by either palitical parfy,

¥ To offer o great witness te the beslc meral prin-
ciple of human equolity ond bretherhoed,

WE CALL UPOM ALL AMERICAMS,
REGARDLESS "OF RACE OR CREED,
o JOIM
THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON

for jobs

¥ In their historic non-violont revali for froedem,
the Megre people are demonding the right to
docand jobs — recognizing that their struggle is
Impxiricably linked with the struggle for decent
jobs for all Americans.

# They know that, in the long run, there is no way
for Megrowei 1o win end hald jobs wnless the
problems of owlomation, o stogronl econoemy,
and diserimination are solved; therefore, the
Federol governmont must astablish & memive
works program fo train and employ oll Ameri-
eans af decont wages and ot meaningful and
dignified lnber.

We call wpon you and upon all organizations —
churches, (raternal societies, labor nnions, civil
groups, youth geoups aml professional associa-
tions — to necelerste the ilynamiie, win-violenl
thrist of the civil rights revolution by joining

The March on Washinglon
for Jobs and Freedom
T RESTORE ECOMOMIC FREEDOM

10 ALL IN THIS NATION

TO BLOT OUT ONCE AMD FOR ALL
THE SCOURGE OF RACIAL DISCRIMIMATION

the time is NOW
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““WE SHALL OVERCOME"



Statement by the heads of the ten orpanizations callmg for discipline in
corinection wilh the Washington March of August 28, 1963;

“The Washington March of August 28th = more than just a demon-
stration.

“It was conceived as an outpouring of the deep feeling of millions of
white and colored American citizens that the tme has come for the
government of the United States of America, and particularly for the
Congress of that government, to grant snd guarantes complete equality
in citizenship to the Negro minority of our population.

“As such, the Washington March is a living petition—in the fesh—of
the scores of thousands of citizens of both races who wall be present from
all parts of our country.

“Tt will be orderly, but mot subservient. It will be proud, but oot
arrogant. It will be pon-violent, but oot timid. Tt will be unified in pur-

and behavior, nodt splintered o groups and individual competitors.,
Eq will be outspoken, but pol raucoos,

“Tt will have the dignity befitting a demonstration m behalf of the
human rights of twenty millions of people, with the eye and the judgment
of the world focused upon Washington, DU, on August 28, 1963,

“lna ntig;]:l‘_h:urhunrl dispute there may be stunts, rough words and even
hot insalts; but when a whaole peaple speaks to it government. the dia-
logue and the action must be an a level refiecting the worth of that peo-
ple and the neibility of that government.

“We, the undersigned, who see the Washington March as ma;ppinﬁ up
the dresms, hopes, ambitions, tears, and prayers of millions who have
lived for this day, call wpon the members, followers and wellwishers of our
severnl orgamzations to make the March a disciplined and purposeful
demonstration

e call Lo them all, hlack and white, 1o Peib prr.-'.'uualiuna i eis-
order and 1o violence. .

“We ask them 1o remember that evil persons are determined 1o smear
this March and to discredit the cause ol cquality by deliberate efforts to
stir disorder.

%W call for mlf—diarip“n:., s that nio one 1 our own canks, however
enihusastic, shall be the spark for disorder,

“We call for resistance to the eHorts of those who, while not encmies of
the March as such, might seek 1o use iv o advance causes not dedicated
primarily o eivil rights or 1o the welfare of our country.

“We ask each and every one in attendance in Washington or in spiri-
tual attendance back hoane o place the Cause above all else,

“Do pet permit a few irmesponsible ple to hang a new problem
around our necks as we returm home. v's do what we came to do—
place the national human rights problem squarely on the doorstep of the
national Congress and of the Federal Government.

"Let's wan al "l-"i-'a:ihulg‘l-l‘rl:."

SIGNED:

Mathew Ahmann. Esrculice Dh- _'Fa.ml-.: Farmer, Naettowal Derecior of

Rabbi Joachim Prinz, Presvdent of  Fodustriad Umiow Depastment, A FL-
the Awmerioai }nn'r.llr E'rmgr:u'. oo,

A. Philip Randolph, Prerident of  Roy Wilkina, Execulive Secretary
e Negro Americon Lobor Counal, the Natiwaa! Arsocration for the A
Walter Reuther, President of the  vancement of Colored People. _
Lineted  Automobele, Aeraspace and Whitney M. Youn ,_lr... Exeruiive
Agricaltural Tmplemeni Workers af rector of the Naliwnal Urbar
Amerea, AFL-CI, and Chasrmom, Leagur.

In additron, the March has bern mdorsed by magor religmws, fraternal, lnbor and
ceiid rights ergamizafions. A ol feid, feo fowg fo mclude here, wall be prebdiiched,

rectar af the Nofiona! Catkalic G-
Serence for Inierracan! Fushice.

Reverend Eugene Carson Blake,
Firee-Chatrman of the Csmmmirmon wm
Race Relatrvims af the Natiomal Coun-
il af Chwreher af Chrest on Amereon

e Conpreie ol Racial Egualily.
Reverend Martin Luther Hing,
_]lr., Presideal rl__." the Soublierm Chris-
tram Leadervhefy Comference.

John Lewis, Charrman of Me Sldead
MNonmolent Qwrdimaling Commuilies,

WHAT WE DEMAND*

1. Comprehansive and effective owil nghfs legistation Fam the
present Congress—without compromise or fillbuster—io guarantes all
Amanioans

access to all public sccommodations
decant housing

and ntegroted education
tha right 1o vabe

2. Withholding of Federal funds frem all pregrams in which dis-
eriminmlion eaili,

i ﬂewﬁﬂﬂ of all school districts in 1943,
4, Enforcemant of the Fourtesnth Amendment—reducing Congres-
signal represeniofion of siotes where cilizens are disfranchized,

5. A new Exocutive Ovder banning discriminotion in all howsing sup-
ported by federal funds.

&, Awthority for the Attormey General to nshiute injunchve swifs
when any conifitulional right i violoted.

7. A massive federal program to frain ond ploce oll unemployed
workari—Megre and white—on meaningful ond dignified jobs at decant
woges.

B. A nafignal minlmum wage act that will give all Americons o de-
cent standard of living. [Government surveys show that anything less
than $2.00 an hour Fails o do this.|

®. A broodened Foir lobor Stondord: Act to include sl sress af
amplegymant which o presently excluded.

10, A federal Fair Employment Procices Act barring discrimination
by federal, state, and municipal gevernments, ond by employers, con-
troctors, ll'rq'.l||:|:rm:-r|+ ogences, and frade unigas,

*Buppard of the Morch dess nol sscsssanly indigole endonamaent ol weery demard listed.
Soma crganizotions hova nal ko on opporteity f toke on offacal poutien on ol o the
dimnoreh atauiuted hee.

Courtesy of the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute.




